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Tree Fund Policy  

 

 
 

As at November 2019, tree cover in Bridgwater is only 7%.  This is way below the national 
average of 13% (which is way below the European average of 35%).  Evidence states that 
trees are essential for creating a healthier atmosphere and environment by removing the 
harmful emissions from the air.   

As part of its Climate Emergency Strategy, Bridgwater Town Council is committed to improving 
the environment and has set up a Tree Fund to support tree planting on public open spaces. 

There is no “one size fits all” approach and there will be different solutions for each situation. 

We are therefore looking for groups of people who are interested in additional tree planting on 
public green spaces in their local area.   

Groups must demonstrate a communal commitment for any planting within their street or 
locality along with an agreement to maintain any new planting for at least two years to ensure 
that the trees survive and thrive. 

Each application will be considered by a Tree Panel set up by Bridgwater Town Council, which 
will include arboricultural expertise to ensure that appropriate trees are planted for the 
particular space. 

Each application will be considered on its merits.  The criteria will be: 

How to apply: Please complete the form on page 2. 
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APPLICATION FORM - TREE FUND 

  

Name and address of 
applicant(s): 

 

 

 

 

Date:  

Location of proposed 
planting: 

 

 

 

Do you know who owns the 
land? 

 

 

Number of trees requested  

Would you like to suggest 
any particular 
genus/species of tree? 

 

 

 

If agreed, do you commit to 
maintaining the trees for 2 
years (i.e. watering and 
weeding)? 

 

Signed (Please print name)  
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For office use: 

Finance and Policy Executive Committee 
Decision 

(to approve or not and reasons why) – 
next actions 

Genus/species of tree and how many Date 
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