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    24 April 2026 
 
Dear Councillor Lerry, 
 
Thank you for your email of 9 April, about bus franchising in Somerset. 
 
The Government is committed to delivering better buses throughout the 
country and has set out a plan to achieve this based on giving local leaders 
the powers they need and empowering them to choose the model that works 
best in their area, whether that be franchising, strengthened Enhanced 
Partnerships, or local authority owned bus companies. 
 
I am grateful for your writing to share Somerset’s interest in the Franchising 
Support Fund which was launched in March this year. The Department 
has allocated funding to support local transport authorities (LTAs) that are 
actively seeking to transition to a franchised network. This funding could be 
used to support with the costs of an initial franchising pre-feasibility 
assessment or to support in undertaking the franchising assessment.  
 
The expression of interest for the fund closed on the 8 April and outcomes will 
be communicated to LTAs in early May. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

          
 

SIMON LIGHTWOOD MP 
 

MINISTER FOR ROADS AND BUSES 


