BRIDGWATER TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, High Street, Bridgwater TAG 3AS
01278 427692
townclerk@bridgwater-tc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Amenities Committee held in the W001 Charter Hall on Thursday 12
February 2026 at 10:00

Present:

Councillors, Mander (Chair), Edmunds, Loveridge, Pearce, Redman, and Solomon

David Mears, CEO and Town Clerk (Virtually), Scott Mason, Director of Amenities, Jaycee Ellis,
Projects Manager (left at 10:20), Lorna Williams, Facilities Manager, Melissa Webb,
Communications and Marketing Officer, Amy Storey, Democratic Services Officer, Jo Donn,

Cemeteries Administrator (left at 10:38), and Helen Barden, Facilities and Projects Coordinator

Councillor Smedley and Lerry (Virtually) were in attendance. There were no members of the press
or public present.

AMC2026/1 To receive apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Lilley.

AMC2026/2 Declarations of interests

Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may
have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s Code of
Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord
with Localism Act 2011 s31(2) subject to s32(3) (NB this does not preclude any later
declarations).

No declarations of interests were declared

AMC2026/3 To sign and approve as a correct record the minutes of the Amenities
Committee held on Thursday 11 December 2025

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Amenities Committee held on Thursday 11
December 2025 be signed as a correct record.

AMC2026/4 To receive an oral update from the Projects Manager

The Projects Manager gave an update on ReCreation, The Arts Centre, Bristol Road
Depot, and The Town Hall:

ReCreation: The Projects Manager and the YMCA Landlord are in conversation in regard
to the Heads of Terms.
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The Solar Panels are still ongoing; the Projects Manager is working closely with the
Grants Officer to ensure it is completed before the Grants deadline.

The Arts Centre: Works have now been completed, and there is a snagging list to go
through. The glass screen door will be fitted on 16 February and will take around 4-6
weeks to complete. The Projects Manager and the Town Hall and Arts Centre Manager
showed two Officers from Somerset Council around The Arts Centre; they were
impressed with the works that had been completed. Flashings to the front of the
building will be replaced to avoid any further leaks.

Bristol Road Depot: The design team is currently working on the depot's layout and
design. Once this is complete, the Projects Manager can proceed with the necessary
works.

The Town Hall: Asbestos removal is currently in progress; the contractor and Projects
Manager are looking at mobilisation at the beginning of March. The Fire Alarm works
have now been completed and are now owned by Bridgwater Town Council and not
ADT.

The Tender went live on 11 February 2026 for the works on the Theatre, Office, Atrium,
Foyer, and Charter Hall.

RESOLVED: To note the oral update from the Projects Manager.

To receive and note the report from the Director of Amenities and to approve
the following recommendation For the committee to approve the draft Licence
Agreement between Bridgwater Town Council and Bridgwater Petanque Club. This is for
the non-exclusive use of a defined area within Victoria Park for the construction and
operation of a pétanque piste, for a term of ten years commencing on 1st April 2026,
subject to the terms and conditions set out in the agreement.

RESOLVED: To note the report from the Director of Amenities and that the draft
Licence Agreement between Bridgwater Town Council and Bridgwater Pétanque Club is
agreed with the amendment to include that the Pétanque Club must abide by our
Pesticide Free Policy.

To receive and note the report from the Environmental and Operations
Manager and to approve the following recommendation

To agree on the new cemetery scale of charges with a five percent increase.

RESOLVED: To note the Environmental and Operations Manager's report and that the
new Cemetery scale of charges with a five percent increase is approved.

To receive and note the report from the Facilities Manager
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To agree that rent reviews for Bridgwater Town Council residential properties will take
place annually in line with Social Housing rents.

RESOLVED: To note the Facilities Manager's report and that Bridgwater Town Council
residential properties will conduct rent reviews annually in line with Social Housing
rents.

To receive an update on the Docks

RESOLVED: No further updates on the Docks.

To receive an update on Bridgwater and Taunton Canal

RESOLVED: To note the update on Bridgwater and Taunton Canal, and to delegate the
Director of Amenities, in conjunction with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Amenities
Committee, to create a mission statement for the Canal.

To note the year to date Amenities Finance Budget

RESOLVED: To note.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 11:07

End of document



