Bridgwater Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2018

Sections 20{2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Bridgwater Town Council for the year ended
31 March 2018 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for

inspection by any local government elector of the area of Bridgwater
Town Council on application to:
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Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: {e)

e /’Iﬂ./.fk’ﬂ/é"%% :aun;y/. Fov. .a-,é‘
7 [~

Notes

This notice and Seclions 1,243
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.

{a) Insert the name, position and

address of the persoen to whom
local govermnrment electors should
apply to Inspect the AGAR

{bj/Ansert the hours during which

inspection rights may be
exercised

Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

Insert the name and position of
persen placing the notice

Ingert the date of placing of the
notice




Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2017/18
In respect of  Bridgwater Town Council S00034

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adeguate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

¢ summarises the accounting records for the year encded 31 March 2018; and

» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant te our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors. .

Our responsibility s to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAQ} on behalf of the Gomptraller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2017/18
Except for the malfers reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governmance and Accountabllily Return (AGARY},

in our opinion the Information In Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR Is in accondance with Proper Praciices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Woe have nol yet completed our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation. A final report detailing any qualifications and
‘other miatters will be provided with the certificate of completion, following finalisation of the review.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attenfion of the authority:

We have not yet completed our review work on the AGAR and supporting dacumentalion. A final report detailing any qualifications and
‘other” mattars will be provided with the carificate of completion, following finalisation of the review.

3 External auditor certificate 2017/18
We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the

year ended 31 March 2018

We do not certify completion because:
We must complete our review work before cerlifying the completion of our review and the discharging of our responsibliities.

External Auditor Name
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature M lel\‘o\u\ Lh Date 28109/2018

* Note: the NAO issued guldance applicable to external audhtors” work on limited assurance reviews for 2017/18 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/D2. The AGN is available from the NAQ website (www.nao.org.uk)
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Bridgewater Town Council SO0034

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective
and that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2018; and

¢ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our. duties and

respensibilities as external auditors. '

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability .
Return in accordance with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General (see note below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried
out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland} and does not provide
the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

External auditor report 2017/18

On 28 September 2018 we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Govemance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2018. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time.
We are now in a position to cerify complefion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return {AGARY), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance
with Proper Practices and no other matiers have come fo our altention giving cause for concern that relevant
legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed hefore submission for review.,

e  Section 2 Box 8 includes a property fund. As a result of this the figures in 2016/17 Boxes 1, 7, 8 and 9 should be
£513,732, £551,418, £418,748 and £200,000 respectively. Therefore, the figures in Section 2 Boxes 1, 7, 8 and 9
for 2017/18 should he £551,418, £462,731, £329,546 and £200,000 respectively. Plaase ensure that amendments
are corrected in the prior year comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the atlention of the authority:

None

External auditor certificate 2017/18

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability
Act 2014, for the yearended 31 March 2018.
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PKEF Littlejohn LLP
06/11/2018

Tel; +44 (0)20 7516 2200 « Fax: +44 (0)20 7516 2400 » DX 42660 Isle of Dogs = www.pki-litllejohn.com
PKF Litlsjohn LLP » 1 Westterry Clrcus » Canary Wharl » London E14 4HD
PKF Litllejohn LLP, Chariered Accounianis. Alisl of members’ names is avallable af the above address. PKF Liielohn LLP is 8 limhed Uablity paritership registered In England and Walss

No. DG342572. Repigiored ofice o above, PHE Lillsjohn LLP Is & member A of the PKF internations] Lindted network ol tegaily independent fimms and does not accept any responsibiity
or Kablfity lor the actions or inactions on the part of any ather Individual member fiem or firms.



